
Raleigh Briggs, author of the celebrated how-to book Make Your Place, is back
with another batch of DIY goodness. Raliegh's work has always been perfect
for beating the economic downturn blues and this one is no different. How To
Make Soap: Without Burning Your Face Off is Raleigh's quick and easy soap-
making zine and, just like her previous work, it's beautifully handwritten and
illustrated. Over the course of 16 pages Raleigh gives the goods on making
cheap, sweet smellin', body-friendly soap. According to Raleigh she wrote How
To Make Soap to take the mystery out of soapmaking. "There's a weird contin-
uum of misgivings about the process," she says. "At one end, you have the
melt-n-pour kit that's just like making Jell-O; on the other end, you have neo-
pioneers rendering their own hog fat and making their own lye with wood ashes.
I hope How to Make Soap shows people that soapmaking doesn't have to be
arduous or boring. It can be fun and creative and challenging, whether you've
done a lot of DIY projects or not."

As examined in the mega-popular Make Your Place, Raleigh believes the best
DIY starts at home. "In order for the DIY movement to continue to grow it needs
to find roots in the domestic sphere, not just the cultural sphere. A lot of people
are doing this sort of work, re-learning old skills and teaching them to others.
We all have some form of domestic life, even if we only cook or clean once in
a while, even if our home is wherever we spend the night. More than anything
else, changing people's habits in their own homes empowers them to rethink
their attitudes towards self-reliance and their role as consumers."

“Raleigh Briggs is not interested in the trendy side of conscious living. For
Briggs, "DIY is not a show of prowess, or even a hobby; rather, it is a necessary
step towards living our lives on our own terms." -Ink 19
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