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pressuring Biel’s form
er business partners to disassociate
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From 2004 to 2006, I attempted to get divorced, agreeing to whatever request Defendant had, but even 
though she had begun a new relationship, she was not interested in divorce:
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July 22, 2009 

 

To All It May Concern: 

 

    We are writing in support of keeping the 2009 Portland Zine Symposium open to all 

who wish to attend.  We write in explicit support of Joe Biel, but with the broader hope 

that the values celebrated and fostered by the event – community, open dialogue, and 

cooperation – be retained.  In addition, we support peaceful resolution of conflict and 

recognize the importance of communication in the zine community and creation of truly 

safe spaces at public events.  

 

    We believe in the right of all who attend the Portland Zine Symposium to feel safe and 

respected.  We support the event's Safer Spaces Policy being applied as written and 

intended, with mediation provided during the Symposium to address interpersonal issues.  

This policy in no way calls for excluding any person from the event; it seeks to uphold 

the spirit of the event and the community by seeking peaceful resolution and cooperation.  

 

    Maintaining the openness of the Portland Zine Symposium upholds the intent and 

purpose for which it was founded: to be a place for dialogue, exchange, skill sharing, 

critique, and celebration.  A spirit of inclusion allows the community to truly be an active 

part of the event, strengthening it through participation and taking part in its organization, 

and ensures that exclusion of community members does not become the norm. When 

individuals stand and make public complaints directed at other individuals in the zine 

community, we hear those complaints, yet feel that all have a right to attend public events 

and that these events are not an appropriate venue for interpersonal disputes. 

 

    We are concerned that attempts to exclude this one person from the event have never 

reached consensus, because they led to the resignation of many event organizers, to the 

detriment of the event and the community.  We call for a return to consensus based 

organizing and an inclusive spirit, not imposed decisions that force organizers to leave. 

 

    We understand that a precedent may have been set in 2003 when, by consensus, the 

Symposium organizers advised an individual who made members of the zine community 

feel unsafe not to attend the Symposium, though he was not banned from attending. This 

was not a personal attack, but was part of a larger effort on the part of the organizers to 

increase dialogue and counter misinformation about issues of sexual assault and abusive 

behavior in the zine community. The Symposium that year also included a series of 

workshops on this topic organized in conjunction with a staff member from a local 

women’s services organization. In addition, Symposium organizers made themselves 

visible and open to all who wished to discuss this issue in order to make the Symposium 

a truly safer space. 

 

    Certainly, we have all had the experience of having someone who had deeply hurt us 

or with whom we deeply disagreed with attend the Symposium or another public event.  

To deal with that experience is not easy, but it does not mean that we should try to ban or 

censor.  We can ensure safety without perpetuating divisiveness.  We can promote a spirit 

Other founders and former organizers asked them to uphold their policies as written but were ignored:
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of growth and openness, which can only strengthen our community and ourselves.  We 

can move beyond our fears to bring back a spirit of positivity in resistance to a spirit of 

personal vendetta.  

 

   As supporters and advocates for independent and do-it-yourself media we recognize 

that each has a right to speak and express themselves.  We appreciate being part of a 

community of diverse and sometimes dissenting voices.  They are truly what make our 

community unique and strong.  

 

    We have always welcomed all people who want to attend the public Portland Zine 

Symposium.  Each one brings their voice.  Each one with ears can choose to not listen, or 

can listen and form their own opinion.  Most importantly, our community recognizes that 

we cannot silence anyone’s voice and censoring or banning an individual from the 

Symposium sends a dangerous message and sets a precedent that could be damaging to 

all who support the Symposium, as well as to free speech and open dialogue. 

 

   Joe Biel is a dedicated member of the zine community and we do not hear fighting 

words, nor hate speech, nor defamation from him.  Nothing in his actions, speech, or 

work violates the policies of the Portland Zine Symposium. We want his voice to be 

included in the multifaceted group of voices that will be part of the event.  In order to 

retain the spirit in which the Symposium was founded, as well as the best aspects of the 

zine community that promote dialogue, discussion and growth, we do not take sides on 

this issue, but ask that Joe Biel be welcome to attend the 2009 Portland Zine Symposium 

and that the Symposium be kept open to all. 

 

    Someone recently said, “So long as our relationship is defined by our differences, we 

will empower those who sow hatred rather than peace, and who promote conflict rather 

than the cooperation that can help all of our people achieve justice . . . This cycle of 

suspicion and discord must end.” 

  

    Together, 

 

Eleanor Whitney  

Co-founder and core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2001 – 2004 

 

Nicky Robo 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2001 – 2005 

 

Shelley Pearson 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2003 – 2006 

 

Nathan Beaty 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2002; Web master 2002 – Present 

 

Krissy Durden 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2002 – 2003 
 

Shawn Granton, 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2002 – 2003  

 

Claudia McBarron  

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2007 – 2008 

 

Becky Morton 

Core organizer of the Portland Zine Symposium, 2007 – 2008  
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When I submitted myself to intensive counseling in 2009 and my feminist counselor found that I did 
not fit the psychological make-up of an abusive personality and it was instead learned that I had autism, 
Defendant merely denied and refuted the legitimacy of these findings:
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Each time someone buckled to her demands, she wouuld celebrate in the harm that she had caused:
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Each time someone buckled to her demands, she wouuld celebrate in the harm that she had caused:
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Defendant and her former business partner, Derek Neuland, felt the need to insert themselves into every 
conversation about myself and Microcosm:
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When my former business partners did buckle under her pressure to take a stand against me, she began 
supporting them:
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When I had a book release event in 2016 she showed up with the intention of causing trouble:
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Entropy magazine deleted an interview with me after being bullied by strangers:

Despite being a contributor for nearly 20 years, Maximum Rocknroll magazine will no longer run our 
advertisements, interviews, reviews, or articles:

For their April Fool’s Day issue this year, they made the joke that I would write an editorial, which is 
absurd in their view because of Bowles cemented narrative about my view and character:
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someone spraypaints “ABUSE” with an arrow to Biel’s office on our fence at work
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someone contacts our office to ask for an apology
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Alex’s boyfriend contacts me publicly to call me “toxic and unsafe” Exhibit I
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