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The Book Bindery

by Sarah Royal

ABOUT THE BOOK BINDERY Sarah Royal spent some time working in a
Chicago book bindery. From the get-go, she dispels any of our illusions of book-
making fantasy, "It's a glorified Kinko's..." and gives us a guided tour of her work
and co-workers. It's funny—especially the snippets of dialog, and it's full of
beautiful photos of the bindery. Sometimes the humor is at the expense of her
co-workers, or those in the bindery's hilariously out-of-control neighborhood. So
if you like stories about quirky employees interacting, or killing time on the clock,
then this zine is for you!

FROM THE INTRO TO THE BOOK BINDERY...

Dear you,

When | took a random job at a Chicago bookbindery some years back, | never
imagined that someday I'd end up encouraging people all over the world to pay
more attention to the exciting details of their mindless jobs. The original zine
version of The Book Bindery got distributed worldwide, and | constantly heard
from strangers that my ability to laugh at my terrible work situation and “find the
good in things” inspired them to do the same.

Zines are amazing in that they encourage the “do it yourself’ mentality, but |
adhere to a different self-publishing value: Do it for Yourself. | originally wrote
these stories to entertain me and keep a record of my weird life. It was just
gravy it ended up entertaining others.

Names have been changed to protect the guilty parties, but everything else is
pretty much the original zine. Since leaving that job, I've discovered nonprofits
and public service, and now go home after work without feeling the need to
cleanse my soul. | gotta say, though—it does make for less interesting stories,
at least in the day-to-day department.
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